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‘…useful,
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inspiring…’

Martin Bambauer

with
MARTIN BAMBAUER (guest tutor)
DUNCAN MIDDLETON
GERARD BROOKS (Course Director)
The London Organ Improvisation Course is intended to help
organists of all standards to improve their improvising skills
for personal musical development, service-playing, concerts
and for the examinations of the Royal College of Organists.
The London Organ Improvisation Course (LOIC) was
established in 2001 to address the growing interest in
improvisation among British organists in particular,
but it has attracted students from all over the world. In
association with the Royal Academy of Music and the
St. Albans International Organ Festival, LOIC welcomes
students of all standards, including complete beginners.
One day of the course will take place in St. Albans and will
include a concert by our guest tutor, Martin Bambauer.

Duncan Middleton

Gerard Brooks
www.loic.org.uk

Course content
LOIC 2017 will consist of two strands, one for young aspiring organists, the second
for adult amateur and professional organists. All courses will also offer preparation
for the improvisation elements in Royal College of Organists examinations.

ASPIRING PROFESSIONAL STRAND
SENIOR
JUNIOR 14 -18
for school-age organists of all standards

18 +
for prospective organ scholars, conservatoire
students, cathedral assistant organists

1. Harmonisation

1. Groundbass

2. Figured Bass

2. Chorale Partita

3. Short Baroque Forms:
		 a. English Voluntaries
		 b. German Prelude
		 c. Variations

3. Baroque Prelude

4. Hymn Improvisation:
a. Creative Playover
		 b. Extension

4. French Classical Suite
5. Hymn Improvisation
		 a. Creative Playover
		 b. Last Verse Reharmonisation
		 c. Extension
6. Contemporary Styles
		 a. Improvising on Texts
b. Gospel Fanfares
c. Modal Harmony

ADULT ORGANISTS STRAND
For amateur and professional organists of all standards
MASTERING
THE BASICS

HAVING FUN
WITH HYMNS

SAVOUR THE
STYLE

GLORIOUS
GREGORIAN

FREE-STYLE
FIESTA!

Intended for
those with little
or no previous
experience of
improvisation,
this crash course
in elementary
harmony and
counterpoint will
enable you to
make beautiful
improvisations
using the simplest
of means.

Simple
introductions,
links and
extensions - but
that’s just the
start! Learn how to
improvise effective
variations,
preludes and
postludes using
the rich and
varied language of
hymnody.

Learn to improvise
simple and
effective pieces
in the style of
Stanley, Couperin,
Bach, Buxtehude
and others.

Explore the
timeless beauty
of Gregorian
melodies as
a basis for
improvisation,
ranging from the
reflective and
dreamy to the fullblooded ‘Tutti’.

Throw caution
to the winds
as you explore
rhythm and
colour to create
improvisations
in an accessible
contemporary
style.

www.loic.org.uk

Course times
Students are taught in small groups. Teaching sessions run mostly from
10-12.30pm and 2-5pm. The course is non-residential. The fee for the course
is £375. Travel costs are not included.

Planned Venues for 2017 include
St. James, Clerkenwell
Clerkenwell Close EC1R 0EA
(Tube: Farringdon)

Historic organ by George England 1792 rebuilt by Mander 1978
two manuals, twenty-two stops, mechanical action
Notre Dame, Leicester Square
Leicester Place WC2H 7BX
(Tube: Leicester Square)

Organ in French romantic style
Three manuals, electric action
Christ Church Spitalﬁelds
Commercial St E1 6LY
(Tube: Liverpool Street or Aldgate East)

Richard Bridge 1735,
restored William Drake 2015
St. Peter’s, St Albans
St. Peters Street, St Albans AL1 3HG
Organ by Mander (2005)
Three manuals, mechanical action

Christ Church, Spitalﬁelds
www.loic.org.uk

Tutors
MARTIN BAMBAUER (Guest Tutor) was born in 1970 in Germany and studied at
the Robert-Schumann-Hochschule in Düsseldorf before completing a postgraduate
course with Daniel Roth at the University of Music and Performing Arts in
Frankfurt. He has also participated in numerous master classes for organ and
improvisation with, among others, Ben van Oosten, Ewald Kooiman, Jon Laukvik,
Olivier Latry and Marie-Claire Alain. Since January 1999, he has held the post of
cantor and organist of the magnificent Constantine Basilica in Trier and he was
for several years Professor of organ and improvisation at the Musikhochschule in
Cologne. He won first prize in the international organ competition in Elberg and
at the improvisation competition in Schwäbisch Gmünd. His friendly and easy
manner are guaranteed to put all students at their ease.
DUNCAN MIDDLETON studied improvisation in Bordeaux and Lourdes with
particular emphasis on liturgical and concert improvisation. Since 1989, he has
been Organiste Titulaire at the French church of Notre Dame de France, Leicester
Place, London.
GERARD BROOKS (Course Director) studied with John Webster and Susi Jeans
and then with Daniel Roth at Strasbourg Conservatoire. He is Director of Music
at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, and teaches improvisation at the Royal
Academy of Music and for the RCO/St. Giles Organ School. He has made many
recordings of French organ music including the complete works of Gigout and
Saint-Saëns. He presents and plays on the FugueState DVDs ‘The Genius of
Cavaillé-Coll’ and ‘Widor: Master of the Organ Symphony’.

APPLICATION FORM
NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
EMAIL
Please indicate which strand you are interested in:
■ Aspiring Junior
■ Aspiring Senior
■ Adult
Please return this application form to the address below, together with a cheque for £375 or a
non-refundable deposit of £50 payable to ‘The London Improvisation Course’.
Alternatively, payment may be made by BACS to: Account number: 03926348 Sort code: 30-91-85
Please send form to LOIC Course bookings, PO Box 80, St Albans AL3 4HR
For further information: LOIC@organfestival.com

www.loic.org.uk

